
t
tt Uni ted States

Department of
Agriculture

dr,l&1/u
/

Mant i -La  Sa l
Nat iona l  Fores t

+"2_

D r .,;",
Serv ice

e s

,1 C

5 9
Pr

t /oa9
r i ce  R iver
h  8 4 5 0 1

e6;
I P
Uta

003s

Lowel l  Braxton
State of  Utah Natural
D i v i s i o n  o f  O i l ,  G a s
355 West  Nor th  Ternp le
3  T r i a d  C e n t e r ,  S u i t e
Sa l t  Lake C i ty ,  U tah

Reply to: 2820

Date :  June  13 ,

; .

1 9 9 1

\i*$li\$w
Resources

and Mining

3s0
84180  -  1203

JUN I 9 l99l

DIVISION OF
OIL GAS & MINING

RE: Mining Beneath Stream Buffer Zone AmendmenL, Utah Fuel  Company, Skyl ine
Mine ,  ACT/007/005-90H,  Fo lder  #2 ,  Carbon County ,  Utah

D e a r  L o w e l l :

We reviewed Utah Fuel  Company's Apr i l  l ,  L99L amendrnent and have several
concerns  as  fo l lows:

P a g e  4 - 7 7

The operator has commit ted to conduct only fu l l -support  rn in ing under the
p ipe l ine  loca t ion .  Th is  i s  cons is ten t  w ich  our  requ i rements  fo r  p ro tec t ion
of  the  p ipe l ine .  The opera tor  nus t ,  however ,  s ta te  tha t  min ing  under  the
p ipe l ine  w i l l  be  conducted  in  accordance w i th  the i r  agreement  w i th  Questar
Pipel ine Company. In addi t ion,  wg must reeeive documentat ion f rom the
operator and/or Questar Pipel ine Company that shows that Questar Pipel ine
Company and the operator agree that the fu l l -support  mining planned under
the  p ipe l ine  w i l l  p rov ide  fo r  adequate  pro tec t ion .

P a q . e  4 - 7 7  A

At the top of  the page i t  is  stated that the width of  the support ive mining
area w i l l  be  ad jus ted ,  as  appropr ia te ,  when fu tu re  in fo rmat ion  and
moni to r ing  shows i t  to  be  necessary .  I ^ le  ob jec t  to  th is  word ing  s ince  i t
sounds l ike the operator wi l l  make the adjustments wi thout review and
approval  of  the regulatory author i ty and surface management agency. This
sentence shou ld  be  de le ted  or  another  sentence shou ld  be  added wh ich  s ta tes
that no changes wi l l  be made without the approval  of  the regulatory
author i ty .

P a g e  4 - 7 7 8

Paragraph 3 states that  there wi l l  be no mining-caused subsidence under
e i ther  the  E lec t r ie  Lake Reservo i r ,  Upper  Hunt ing ton  Creek  and Bo lger  Creek
in le ts  to  the  reservo i r ,  and no  min ing  f ro rn  wh ich  subs idence a t  a  2T-degree
( f rom ver t i ca l )  ang le -o f -d r iw  wou ld  in f luence e i ther  these reservo i r  in le ts
or  the  h igh-water  leve l  o f  E lec t r i c  Lake Reservo i r .

Th is  s ta tement  must  be  rev ised.  The reader  i s  led  to  be l ieve  tha t
fu l l -suppor t  m in ing  under  the  s t ream buf fe r  zones  w i l l  be  comple ted .  The
on ly  loca t ion  fo r  wh ich  any  min i .g ,  inc lud ing  fu l l  suppor t  m in ing ,  has  been
approved under the stream buffer zones is the northernmost east/west main
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s h o w n  o n  M a p  4 . L 7 . 1 - 1  a n d  t h e  7  R i g h t  B l e e d e r  e n t r y .  I t  m u s t  b e  c l e a r  t h a t
no mining wi l l  take place beneath the Eleetr ic Lake and stream buffer zones
un less  spec i f i ca l l y  approved by  the  regu la to ry  au thor i ty ,  Fores t  Serv ice
and BLM and that at  the present t ime this approval  has been obtained for
the area discussed above only.  Proposals to mine beneath perennial
d ra inages  must  be  spec i f i ca l l y  p roposed and approved loca t ion  by  loca t ion
before  any  min ing  can take  p lace .

This paragraph ident i f ies the Bolger Creek in let  and Upper Hunt ington Creek
in le ts  to  the  reservo i r  fo r  p ro tec t ion  f rom subs idence.  I t  must  be  c lear
tha t  the  en t i re  s t ream reaches are  pro tec ted .  In  add i t ion ,  Burnout  Creek
is known to be perennial  f rom i ts eonf luence with Upper Hunt ington Creek to
the  fo rks  as  d iscussed in  our  meet ings  w i th  the  opera tor .  U tah  Fue l
Company is in the process of  studying the forks of  BurnouE Creek to
determine how far up the canyon they are perennial .  I t  needs to be
d iscussed tha t  th is  i s  be ing  done and tha t  any  perenn ia l  d ra inages  w i l l  be
p r o t e c t e d .

In the last  paragraph on this page the operator states that  rn in ing is
planned for the area west of  Upper Hunt ington Creek and Electr ic Lake
Reservoir .  Before any rnining in th is area can be evaluated for approval  ,
ic  must be determined whether or not any of  the drainages in chis area are
perenn ia l .  Bo lger  Creek  is  known to  be  perenn ia l  and has  been addressed,
however,  the other drainages such as Swens Creek and Li t t le Swens Creek
must  be  eva lua ted .  I f  they  are  de termined to  be  perenn ia l ,  bu f fe r  zones
m u s t  b e  d e l i n e a t e d  a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .

M a p  4 . 1 7 . 1 - 1

Th is  map needs to  be  rev ised to  re f lec t  the  changes d iscussed above.

Genera l

Hydro log ic  Mon i to r ing
p e r e n n i a l .  P r o t e c t i o n

S incere ly  ,

shows thaE Ecc les  Creek  and ic ' s  t r ibu tar ies  a re
o f  these dra inages  needs to  be  d iscussed.
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